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Dear Parents and Students:  
 
On behalf of the student body, staff, and administration at Brighton Collegiate High 
School, welcome to the 2010-2011 school year!  
 
This course description and school information handbook will assist you in making many 
important decisions. The handbook features 2010-2011 course descriptions and 
applicable prerequisites. Course descriptions should be used to determine your level of 
interest in selecting certain courses. The handbook also includes high school graduation 
and college entrance requirements. You will need to be mindful of these things as you 
plan your academic future.  
 

·  Please carefully review high school graduation requirements. The school, 
parent/guardian and the student share responsibility to monitor graduation status. 
There are required courses and an abundant selection of elective course offerings.  

 
·  Please carefully review college entrance requirements. This is moreover the 

student’s responsibility, because college entrance requirements vary from 
institution to institution and from state to state. You will need to select high 
school courses that meet your college and university entrance goals.  

 
·  There are many opportunities for Brighton Collegiate High School students to 

earn concurrent or dual college-high school credits. Our dual-credit provider is 
Front Range Community College. The courses are transferable to four-year 
colleges. You should check with Front Range Community College officials to 
determine exactly how these courses will transfer to the college of your choice.  

 
Under normal circumstances, students are required to pre-register for seven (7) courses, 
both first and second semester. Students will be furthermore asked to identify two (2) 
additional courses each semester as alternatives. An alternative course may be substituted 
for a requested course that was cancelled or because the student didn’t meet the 
prerequisite requirement.  
 
The handbook will be updated annually. Several new courses are planned for the 2011-
2012 academic year, including college course offerings. 
 
Once again, welcome to the 2010-2011 school year. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
Dr. Kirk Salmela 
Principal 
Brighton Collegiate High School 
 



 

 
BCHS Pre-Registration/Course Selection Guidelines: 

Class of 2011 
Class of 2012 

 
 

Graduation Requirements: 24 Credits* 
 

·  4.0 Credits, English/Language Arts 
 
·  4.0 Credits, Mathematics 

 
·  4.0 Credits, Science 

 
·  4.0 Credits, Social Science 

 
·  8.0 Credits, Electives 

 
Students are encouraged to select elective course offerings from a wide range of subject 
areas. The pursuit of excellence may include additional courses in our core, academic 
areas. It may likewise include courses in music, art, physical development and health, 
world languages, business, technology, and communication.  
 
For upperclassmen, especially, students are encouraged to take advantage of dual-credit 
opportunities. Within the dual-credit model, students who successfully complete courses 
earn concurrent high school and college credits. Front Range Community College is our 
dual-credit provider. A wide range of college classes are offered on our campus. Students 
may likewise enroll in college courses that meet off campus. Please understand, however, 
that enrollment in Front Range Community College courses is limited. Because dual-
credit courses are college-level classes, collegiate expectations shall be enforced.  
 
*Note: Students earn 0.5 credits for each semester-length course they successfully 
complete. Unless other circumstances are present, students will enroll in seven (7) classes 
each semester. Students will select two (2) alternative classes they would be willing to 
take.  

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 BCHS Pre-Registration/Course Selection Guidelines:  

Class of 2013 
 
Graduation Requirements: 24 Credits* 
 

·  4.0 Credits, English/Language Arts 
All sophomores are required to enroll in ENG 201-202, World Literature.  

 
·  4.0 Credits, Mathematics 
All sophomores are required to enroll in at least one (1) mathematics course, 
dependent upon needs and goals, recommendations and past achievement results.  
 
·  4.0 Credits, Science 
All sophomores are required to enroll in SCI 201-202, or 211-212, Biology.  
 
·  4.0 Credits, Social Science 
All sophomores are required to enroll in SSC 100 (World Cultures) and SSC110 
(Civics).  
 
·  1.0 Credits, Physical Education 
All sophomores are required to enroll in PE 101-102, Physical Education I, unless 
otherwise completed 
 
·  0.5 Credits, Business & Technology 
All members of the Class of 2013 are required to successfully complete BUS 200, 
Personal Finance, a course which will be taken during the sophomore year.  
 
·  6.5 Credits, Electives 
These classes include music, art, PE, business, and world language courses. Elective 
courses may also include courses taken in academic core classes beyond the 4.0 credit 
requirement. Many students, for example, exceed graduation requirements in our 
academic cores, and graduate with 5.0 credits or five (5) years of study in science or 
social science, English or some other area of especial interest.  

 
*Note: Students earn 0.5 credits for each semester-length course they successfully 
complete. Freshmen will enroll in seven (7) classes each semester. Students will select 
two (2) alternative classes they would be willing to take. 
 
** Note:  The courses listed above presume successful completion of freshman-level 
courses.  Unsuccessful performance will cause the student to repeat classes, postpone 
other classes, and risk not graduating “on time.” 

 



 
 
 

 BCHS Pre-Registration/Course Selection Guidelines:  
Class of 2014 

 
Graduation Requirements: 26 Credits* 
 

·  4.0 Credits, English/Language Arts 
All freshmen are required to enroll in ENG 101-102, Freshman English.  

 
·  4.0 Credits, Mathematics 
All freshmen are required to enroll in at least one (1) mathematics course, dependent 
upon needs and goals, recommendations and past achievement results.  
 
·  4.0 Credits, Science 
All freshmen are required to enroll in SCI 101-102, Earth Science.  
 
·  4.0 Credits, Social Science 
All freshmen are required to enroll in SSC 101-102, World History.  
 
·  1.5 Credits, Physical Education 
All freshmen are required to enroll in PE 101-102, Physical Education I. 
*Note:  Students of the class of 2014 will take a health course during their sophomore 
year.  
 
·  0.5 Credits, Business & Technology 
All members of the Class of 2013 and subsequent classes are required to successfully 
complete BUS 200, Personal Finance, a course which will be taken during the 
sophomore year.  
 
·  8.5 Credits, Electives 
These classes include music, art, PE, business, and world language courses. Elective 
courses may also include courses taken in academic core classes beyond the 4.0 credit 
requirement. Many students, for example, exceed graduation requirements in our 
academic cores, and graduate with 5.0 credits or five (5) years of study in science or 
social science, English or some other area of especial interest.  

 
*Note: Students earn 0.5 credits for each semester-length course they successfully 
complete. Freshmen will enroll in seven (7) classes each semester. Students will select 
two (2) alternative classes they would be willing to take.   
 



 
 

English           
 

 
Department Philosophy  

 
 

Providing a four year program which focuses on improving writing and speaking skills, 
building vocabulary skills and increasing literary knowledge and appreciation are the 
goals of the English curriculum. An introduction to literature types and vocabulary study 
in the freshman year is followed by American literature, British literature and world 
literature.  Additional classes are offered as staffing permits. 

Improving student writing and speaking skills is a goal for each department member. 
Throughout the student's four years of English, he or she will apply vocabulary skills and 
composition skills to regular writing and speaking assignments. 

Research paper writing, descriptive, expository, argumentative, and narrative writing are 
included in all four years with a sequential program. Speech assignments span the four 
years, assuring each student an opportunity to make several carefully planned oral 
presentations. 

Each department member strives to increase students' appreciation, fluency, and 
understanding of the written and spoken word. Students read from a variety of literary 
genre and learn to read inferentially and critically as well as appreciatively. 
Students learn to write analytically and write for a variety of purposes. 

 
 

Reading and Writing Standards  
 
 

In order to graduate, all students must take four English classes.  At least three classes 
must be chosen from among the following offerings: 
 

·  Freshman English 
·  American Literature 
·  British Literature 
·  World Literature 
·  College Literature 

 
The fourth English requirement can be chosen from among other English classes offered 
each year. 
 
The English Department, in cooperation with the administration, reserves the right to 
make placement decisions. 



Freshman English: Language Arts 
 
 
Grade level: 9 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: None 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: ENG101-102 
 
This class studies grammar, vocabulary, and writing with an emphasis on sentence 
construction, paragraph construction, and the development of the essay through the steps 
involved in the writing process.  Readings are genre based and include short stories, 
poetry, novels such as Lord of the Flies, To Kill a Mockingbird, and Great Expectations, 
a Shakespearean play, and excerpts from The Odyssey.  Each unit introduces basic 
literary terms. 
 
 
Literacy  
 
 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: 1.0 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Teacher Recommendation 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: ENG 111-112, ENG 211-212, ENG 311-312, ENG 411-412 
Note:  This class may be repeated for elective credit.  This class may be counted as 
an English credit once. 
 
This class provides instruction in basic reading with a focus on work analysis, 
comprehension strategies, vocabulary development and reading fluency.  This course is 
designed for students who are reading below grade level and will include, but is not 
limited to, content identified by the diagnosis of each student’s needs for reading as listed 
in the individual literacy plan, test taking skills and basic reading strategies.  Additionally 
students will work together to strengthen sentence, paragraph and essay writing skills. 
(This course is designed for students who are subject to the Colorado Basic Literacy Act 
and for those students who have an Individualized Literacy Plan.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
World Literature  
 
 
Grade level: 10 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Freshman English  
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number:  ENG 201-202 
 
 
World Literature is designed to familiarize students with great works of world literature – 
both Western and Eastern traditions – representing Classical, Medieval, and Renaissance 
periods or non-Western chronological equivalents.  Students will be exposed to diverse 
literary traditions through discussion and through critical thinking and writing about 
significant literary works.  Students will read Things Fall Apart and Night. 
 
 
American Literature  
 
 
Grade level: 11 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: World Literature 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: ENG 301-302 
 
 
This class explores the development of American literature from 1607 to the present, 
examining philosophical trends such as Puritanism, Deism, Romanticism, 
Transcendentalism, Realism, Naturalism, and Modernism through essays, personal 
narratives, short stories, poetry, and novels.  Students read Arthur Miller’s The Crucible, 
as well as Of Mice and Men and The Great Gatsby.  A research paper requires 
independent compare-and-contrast research on American literary works.  Other writing 
includes essays and poetry.  Special attention is given to grammar and vocabulary 
enrichment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
British Literature  
 
Grade level: 12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: American Literature 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number:  ENG 401-402 
 
Surveys British literature through selected authors and works beginning in the Anglo-
Saxon period and continuing through the Renaissance and on through to contemporary 
times.  Students read Shakespeare’s Macbeth, as well as novels by British authors.  They 
continue to enlarge their vocabulary and sharpen their writing skills through a series of 
literary analyses and timed essays.  The research paper requires independent compare-
and-contrast research on British literary works. 
 
 
 
Creative Writing  
 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: None 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: ENG 210 
 
 Students will study the elements of literature, examine them in the works of famous 
authors, and implement them into their own writing.  They will also keep a writer’s 
journal, critique each other’s work, and participate in various exercises designed to 
stimulate the imagination and to hone writing skills.  Students will build vocabulary, 
strengthen grammar skills, and practice various modes of writing.  Students may 
participate in various writing contests and submit work for publication.   
 
 
Speech 
 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: None 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: ENG 220 
 
A practical and general course designed for students who desire to improve their 
communication skills, speech proficiency, poise, and self-confidence in public speaking 
situations.  The course is designed to develop better intrapersonal communication skills 
and lead the potential speaker step-by-step from simple to relatively complex original 
speaking presentations.  
 
 
 



Contemporary Authors 
 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: Freshman English 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: ENG 240 
 
This class surveys issues and trends in modern fiction and poetry.  Emphasis will be on 
works of major contemporary authors, representing characters whose life journeys reflect 
the characteristics, problems, and themes of modern culture and society.  Course 
requirements may include major papers, participation in class discussions, a group 
project, and daily reading assignments. 
 
 
Poetry & Drama 
 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: Freshman English 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: ENG 250 
 
By looking at the development of various structures and forms over time, students can 
understand how poems and plays work and how authors play with conventions.  The 
class will take a look at some of the ways poetry and drama has evolved, including rap 
lyrics, poetry slams, and other verbal forms.  
 
 
Shakespeare 
 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Mythology or concurrent enrollment in Mythology or Teacher 
Recommendation. 
Course length: 1 year 
Course number: ENG 261-262 
 
This course provides a survey of the works of William Shakespeare.  As we gain an 
understanding of the place of Shakespeare and his works in the history of literature, we 
will consider questions of authorship, sources, aesthetics, and history.  Students will be 
encouraged and supported as they further develop skills in literary analysis and critical 
thinking.  Opportunities will be given for students to demonstrate these skills through 
discussion, journal entries, formal essays, and a research paper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Journalism I/Newspaper Staff 
 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Teacher Recommendation; no freshman enrollment 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: ENG 271-272, 371-371, 471-472 
Note: This class may be taken 1 year for elective credit. 
 
Journalism is the study of the art of reporting and the profession of journalists. Beginning 
journalism students receive instruction in all areas of journalism needed to pursue Staff 
positions for our school newspaper, The Brighton Collegiate Hawkeye News. Among the 
areas covered are the history of journalism, interviewing, beat reporting, feature writing, 
news stories, layout design, advertising, journalistic ethics, and professional standards. 
This course includes extensive reading of models of excellent journalistic techniques and 
evaluates and analyzes journalistic writing through discussions and critiques.  As we 
study Journalism, students may apply for a staff position on the school newspaper or 
work as a reporter. Newspaper staff plan each issue, write and edit stories, write 
headlines and photo captions, layout pages, take photographs, sell advertising, and 
manage the business aspects of newspaper production. 
 
 
Mythology 
 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Teacher Recommendation  
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: ENG 281-282 
Note:  Students may enroll in either semester, or both semesters.  A student need 
not, for example, take the first semester in order to take the second semester. 
 
This course will introduce students to the history of Greek and Roman Mythology using 
Edith Hamilton’s classic works.  Along the way, we will ponder questions such as the 
following:  What is a myth?  What do myths do?  How are they relevant to our culture 
and our religions today?  How do they reflect the cultures which produced them?  We 
will also look at the myth of King Arthur, and its relevance and influence in the world 
today. Students will be given opportunities to read, write, interpret, and analyze as they 
discuss, compose journal entries, do research, and complete projects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



College Literature and Culture (Middle College Students) 
 
Grade level: 11-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite:  Teacher Recommendation 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: ENG 501-502 
 
Familiarizes students with British and Western literature.  Students in this course prepare 
for college-level literature classes with stylistic and rhetorical essays and a wide range of 
reading that includes classic plays, novels, poetry, essays, and short stories.  Creative 
projects, oral presentations, and peer critiques of student writing are required.  Students 
focus heavily on vocabulary enrichment.  This course is designed primarily for students 
enrolled in the Middle College Program or for students who are willing to be challenged 
at the collegiate level. 
 
 



 
Mathematics   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mathematics Department Philosophy Statement 
 

 The mathematics staff will provide differentiated instruction and adapt the 
curriculum so that it meets the Colorado state standards.  We encourage students to take 
an active role in their mathematics education.  Computations, problem-solving and 
mathematics literacy are essential for students to enter college or the work force. 

 
 
 

Mathematics Standards 
 

Students develop number sense and use number relationships in problem solving             
situations and communicate the reasoning used in solving these problems. 
 
Students use algebraic methods to explore, model, and describe patterns and functions 
involving numbers, shapes, data, and graphs in problem solving situations and 
communicate the reasoning used in solving these problems. 
 
Students use data collection and analysis, statistics, and probability in problem 
solving situations and communicate the reasoning used in solving these problems. 
 
Students use geometric concepts, properties, and relationships in problem solving 
situations and communicate the reasoning used in solving these problems. 
 
Students use a variety of tools and techniques to measure, apply the results in 
problem solving situations, and communicate the reasoning used in solving these 
problems. 
 
Students link concepts and procedures as they develop and use computational 
techniques, including estimation, meta arithmetic, paper and pencil, calculators, and 
computers in problem solving situations and communicate the reasoning used in 
solving these problems. 

 
 



Guidelines 
 

A student must have four mathematic credits for graduation.  The mathematics courses 
are sequential.  All college bound students should be aware that most colleges require 
that a student have two years of Algebra and Geometry as a minimum requirement for 
admittance.  College bound students should plan to take Algebra I, Geometry, and 
Algebra II as a minimum preparation. 
 
 
Math Standards 
 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: 1.0 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Teacher Recommendation 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: MAT 101-102 
Note:   This class will satisfy BCHS graduation requirements, as students will be 
granted math credits, but may not satisfy college entrance requirements.  A student 
may take this class one time for math credit. This course may be repeated for 
elective credit. 
 
Students will learn basic number skills, with whole numbers, fractions, and decimals.  
Student will learn to translate basic word problems into mathematical expressions or 
equations. 
 
 
Pre-Algebra 
 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: 1 Credit  
Pre-requisite: None, Teacher Recommendation 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: MAT 111-112 
Note: This class will satisfy BCHS graduation requirements, but may not satisfy 
college entrance requirements. 
 
Students know number skills, fractions and decimals.  Students will learn to solve basic 
equations, basic problem solving and graphing.  Each chapter reviews and extends on the 
concepts previously learned.  Daily assignments are an essential part of this course. 
 
 



Algebra I 
 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Pre-Algebra or middle school or Junior High recommendation 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: MAT 121-122 
 
 
Topics covered in this course include, but not limited to:  graphing, solving equations and 
systems of equations, factoring and solving quadratics, and proportions.  Students will be 
introduced to exponential growth and decay as well as problem solving skills. 
 
 
 
Geometry 
 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Algebra I 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: MAT 201-202 
 
Students should be competent in basic arithmetic skills without a calculator.  Students 
need to know the correct order of operations and be able to solve equations and graph 
linear equations without a calculator.  Students need to be competent in mathematical 
interpretation of word problems. 
 
This course will concentrate on coordinate geometry and transformations.  It will also 
involve working with proofs, formulas, measurement and three-dimensional figures. 
 
 
 
Statistics and Probability 
 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Geometry 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: MAT 311-312 
 

Skills needed include an ability to solve linear equations, ease with and numerical 
calculations, both with and without calculators, and the ability to manipulate 
mathematical symbols.  Students are expected to know basic geometric formulas and 
theorems 
 

This course integrates statistics and probability.  Students will be able solve proportions, 
use mean median and mode and standard deviation to analyze data in real-world 
situations.  Students will be able to plot functions and simulate experiments 
 
 



Intermediate Algebra 
 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Algebra I 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: MAT 211-212 
 
Students should be competent in Algebra I skills including solving equations, factoring 
and solving quadratics. This class will concentrate on linear and quadratic equations. 
 
 
 
Algebra II  
 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Intermediate Algebra or Geometry 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: MAT 301-302 
 
Skills needed include an ability to solve linear equations, ease with all numerical 
calculations, both with and without calculators, and the ability to manipulate 
mathematical symbols.  Students are expected to know basic geometric formulas and 
theorems. 
 
This course is recommended for all college-bound students.  The work in this course will 
center on linear and quadratic equations, functions and powers and roots.  Particular 
attention will be paid to logarithmic, trigonometric and polynomial functions.  Functions 
will be used to model real-world situations. 
(Note:  Freshman are allowed to take this course with special permission) 
 
 
 
Trigonometry  
 

Grade level: 11-12 
Credit: 1 credit 
Pre-requisite:  Algebra II, and Teacher Recommendation 
Course length: 1 year 
Course number: MAT 401-402 
 
To be successful in this course, students should know how to do basic skills on a 
graphing calculator, multiply and factor quadratic expressions, solve linear and quadratic 
equations, solve proportions, use rules for exponents. 
 
Students will learn how to use sine, cosine and tangent ratios.  This course will preview 
calculus and work with circular functions. 
 
 
 



Pre-Calculus  
 
Grade level: 11-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Trigonometry and Teacher Recommendation 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: MAT 411-412 
 
Students should be able to linear and quadratic equations use a graphing calculator to 
graph equations, know the circular functions and sine, cosine and tangent ratios. 
 
Students will study number systems, work with functions and limits, plot functions, and 
use derivatives.  Trigonometry and circular functions will also be used as well as the 
fundamental theorem of algebra. 
 
 
Calculus  
 
Grade level: 11-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Pre-Calculus 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: MAT 501-502 
 
Calculus is intended for students with a strong background in mathematics.  Included in 
this program will be a study of functions, analytic geometry, infinite series, derivatives, 
integrals and beginning differential equations. 
 
 
Basic Probability 
 
Grades 10-12  
Credit: 1 credit  
Prerequisite:    Algebra I 
Course # MAT 221, MAT 222   
 
Recommended:  Successfully pass Algebra I 
Skills needed include an ability to solve linear equations, ease with numerical 
calculations, both with and without calculators, and the ability to manipulate 
mathematical symbols.  Students will be able to solve proportions, use mean, median,  
mode and standard deviation to analyze data in real-world situations.  Students will be 
able to master all types of graphs and analyze them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

Science 
 
 
 

Science Department Philosophy Statement 
 

The science staff of Brighton Collegiate High School will provide your student with 
differentiated instruction which will correlate with the Colorado state standards. Our staff 
will use a variety of visual, auditory, and tactile activities to reach all different types of 
learners. Our stimulating lesson plans and activities will intrigue your students’ senses. 
The science department staff will also help to encourage your students to play an active 
role in their science education to better prepare them for the college or the work force.  
 

Science Standards 
 

·  Students will understand the processes of scientific investigation and design, 
conduct, communicate about and evaluate such investigations. These 
investigations will follow the steps of the scientific method and use models and 
appropriate types of technology. 

 
·  Students will know and understand common properties which are related to its 

composition and structure, forms which can be transferred and transformed, and 
changes in matter and energy. 

  
·  Students know and understand characteristics and structure of living things 

including the human body, the processes of life and how life can change, and how 
living things interact with each other/matter, and their environment.  

 
 
·  Students know and understand the processes and interactions of Earth’s systems 

and the structure, dynamics, and history of Earth and other objects in space. 
 
·  Students know and understand interrelationships among science, technology, and 

human activity and how they can affect the world.  
 

 
·  Students understand that science involves a particular way of knowing and 

understand common connections among scientific disciplines.  
 

 
 



 
Guidelines 

 
A student must have four science credits for graduation. There are more than four science 
classes to choose from at Brighton Collegiate High School. A college bound student 
should plan on taking Earth science, Biology, Chemistry and Physics sequentially as a 
minimum preparation.  
 
The Science staff reserves the right to make the final decision of approval for students to 
take any science class. 
 
 
 
Earth Science 
 
Grade level: 9 Required 
Credit: 1 credit 
Pre-requisite: None 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: SCI 101-102 
 
Students will learn about the composition, history and natural processes of that shape our 
Earth. More specifically, students will learn about the atmosphere, the processes of 
weather, and the importance of water and its uses and cyclical patterns through our 
environment. Students will also learn about Earths place in our solar system as well as the 
universe and how Earth interacts with other objects in space. 
 
 
Physical Science  
 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: None 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: SCI 221-222 
 
This class is an introductory course that studies physics and chemistry.  This course also 
analyzes the nature and properties of energy and nonliving matter.  Through a 
combination of lectures and labs, students will explore all the various aspects of these 
two types of sciences.  More time will be spent on the fundamentals of these sciences and 
also the scientific method.   
This class is intended for students who wish to refresh their knowledge of the physical 
sciences before moving on to the higher sciences or those students that do not have much 
experience in science. 
 



Ecology 
 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Biology or concurrent enrollment in Biology 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: SCI 231-232 
 
Students will learn essential components and mechanisms of the Earth’s biomes and their 
interactions and interrelations.  This course will encompass both the macro and micro 
components and factors of these biomes.  The class will explore three basic tenets that 
provide the framework for ecology, namely:  A.) Living things do not exist as isolated 
individuals or groups; B.) Organisms interact with members of their species, other 
species, and their environment; and C.) Organisms influence their environment and each 
other. This class is designed to be more of a conceptual class with a minimal l amount of 
math involved. 
 
 
 
Biology 
 
Grade level: 10 Required 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: None 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: SCI 201-202 
 
This class encompasses the study of general biology. Topics will include, but not limited, 
to the following: science as a way of understanding, scientific methodology, study of 
cells, cell organelles, molecular biology, genetics, biological systems, structure and 
function of plants and animals, reproduction, growth and development, population 
biology, evolution as a paradigm and a basic introduction to ecology. 
 
 
 
Biology Honors 
 
Grade level: 10 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Teacher Recommendation 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: SCI 211-212 
 
In Biology honors students will learn the same topics which the biology class is learning. 
However, this is class is designed to take a deeper and more advanced look at Biology 
topics.  This will include but not limited to the  following  research based model.  
Students will be held to a higher standard of accountability and performance.  Students 
will also be expected to use critical thinking skills such as analysis and synthesis when 
explaining and researching information. 



       
Chemistry 
 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Algebra I 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: SCI 301-302 
 
Students will look at and study different models, such as the periodic table and an atom, 
and make observations and construct their own models dealing with energy and the 
transfer of energy. Students will also identify, describe and explain interactions of matter 
and energy and distinguish between physical and chemical changes. This class will 
include many labs to further understanding as well as projects and group work. Chemistry 
includes a great deal of mathematical skills which justifies the Algebra I pre-requisite. 
 
 
Chemistry Honors 
 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Algebra I, Teacher Recommendation 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: SCI 311-312 
 
In chemistry honors, students will learn the same topics which the chemistry class is 
learning. However, this class is designed to take a deeper and more advanced look at 
Chemistry topics, including a research based module.  Students will be held to higher 
standards and expected to use critical thinking skills at all times such as analysis and 
synthesis when explaining and researching information. Since this class will be moving at 
a faster pace, we will dip into organic chemistry material as well. 
 
 
 
Physics 
 
Grade level: 11-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Algebra I   
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: SCI 401-402 
 
In Physics, students learn essential concepts of physics through demonstrations, 
laboratory work, and discussion. Careful gathering and analysis of quantitative and 
qualitative data is stressed. Some of the topics covered in this course are mechanics, 
electricity and magnetism, sound, and light. This class involves a great deal of math 
which is why there is a necessary successful completion of Algebra I and completion or 
concurrent enrollment in Algebra II.  This class is designed to focus on more of a college 
based model.  
 
 



 
Physics Honors 
 
Grade level: 11-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Algebra I, Algebra II or concurrent enrollment in Algebra II, or 
Teacher Recommendation. 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: SCI 411-412 
 
Students in physics honors will be learning the same topics as physics, but students will 
be required not only to master the fundamental concepts of physics but also explore each 
concepts impact on a historical, social and environmental scale. These students will be 
held to higher standards and expected to use critical thinking skills such as using analysis 
and synthesis when explaining and researching information at all times. This class will 
also follow a research based model. 
 
 
 Oceanography 
 
Grade level: 11-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: Biology and completion or concurrent enrollment in Chemistry or 
Physical Science, or Teacher Recommendation. 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: SCI 400 
 
 Oceanography is an exploratory class that dives into the depths of the saltwater 
environment. It will focus on chemistry, geology, and physical make up of the ocean 
environment. This class will help students to gain a better understanding of the 75% of 
our world’s make up. Oceanography will primarily be a research based class with a 
combination of labs and lectures.  This class is designed to focus on more of a college 
based model.  
 
 
 
Marine Ecology and Environmental Science 
 
Grade level: 11-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite:   Biology and concurrent enrollment in Chemistry or Physical 
Science, or Teacher Recommendation. 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: SCI 410 
 
This class will focus on the biological and environmental aspects of the ocean. As well as 
looking into environmental laws and issues that affect humans and the world around us.   
This class is designed to focus on more of a college based model.  
 
 
 



 
Anatomy and Physiology  
 
Grade level: 11-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: Biology or Teacher Recommendation. 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: SCI 420 
 
This class is designed to look at the cellular system including viruses and genetics, 
skeletal, muscular, and integumentary systems of the human body. Anatomy and 
Physiology is designed to be a hands-on and project based class. It will also require an 
extensive amount of memorization of facts and in-depth critical thinking to connect 
concepts. This class is designed to focus on more of a college based model. 
 
 
Anatomy and Physiology  
 
Grade level: 11-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: Biology or Teacher Recommendation. 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: SCI 430 
 
This class is designed to look at the 7 systems of the human body. These systems include 
the circulatory, digestive, excretory, lymphatic, nervous, reproductive, and respiratory 
systems. You will examine how all these systems work independently and together in 
unison so that the human body can function from day to day. Anatomy and Physiology is 
designed to be a hands-on and project based class. It will also require an extensive 
amount of memorization of facts and in-depth critical thinking to connect concepts. This 
class is designed to focus on more of a college based model. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Social Science             
 
There is a world beyond the confines of the classroom, and it is our departmental vision 
to create well informed, active citizens of the world. Through the study of history, 
geography, civics, psychology, sociology, and economics, students will learn the skills 
necessary to make wise decisions that affect the world they inhabit. To achieve this, staff 
members will model respect, tolerance, collaboration, motivation, self-evaluation and 
critical thinking with the paramount goal of educating and exciting students about their 
place in the world and their personal power to effect change. Teachers present stimulating 
and relevant lessons, individualize instruction according to student need, and support 
students in their efforts for academic success. 
 

State of Colorado Social Science Standards 
 

History  
 

·  Students understand the chronological organization of history and know how to 
organize events and people into major eras to identify and explain historical 
relationships.  

 
·  Students understand how science, technology, and economic activity have 

developed, changed, and affected societies throughout history.  
 

·  Students know how to use the processes and resources to historical inquiry.  
 

·  Students understand political institutions and theories that have developed and 
changed over time.  

 
·  Students understand that societies are diverse and have changed over time.  

 
·  Students know that religious and philosophical ideas have been powerful forces 

throughout history.  
 

Geography  
 

·  Students know how to use and construct maps, globes, and other geographic tools 
to locate and derive information about people, places, and environments.  

 
·  Students know the physical and human characteristics of places and use this 

knowledge to define and study regions and their patterns of change.  
 

·  Students understand how physical processes shape Earth’s surface patterns and 
systems.  

 



·  Students understand how economic, political, cultural, and social processes 
interact to shape patterns of human populations, interdependence, cooperation, 
and conflict.  

 
·  Students understand the effects of interactions between human and physical 

systems and the changes in meaning, use, distribution, and importance of 
resources.  

 
·  Students apply knowledge of people, places, and environments to understand the 

past and present and to plan for the future.  
 

Civics  
 

·  Students understand the purposes of government and the basic constitutional 
principles of the United States republican form of government.  

 
·  Students know the structure and function of local, state, and national government 

and how citizen involvement shapes public policy.  
 

·  Students know the political relationship of the United States and its citizens to 
other nations and to world affairs.  

 
·  Students understand how citizens exercise the roles, rights, and responsibilities of 

participation in civic life at all levels – local, state, and national.  
 

·  Students know the structure and function of government and how citizen 
involvement and democratic principles shape public policy.  

 
Economics  

 
·  Students understand that because of the conditions of scarcity, decisions must be 

made about the use of resources.  
 

·  Students understand how different economic systems impact decisions about the 
use of resources and production and distribution of goods and services.  

 
·  Students understand the results of trade, exchange, and interdependence among 

individuals, households, businesses, governments, and societies.  
 

Course Guidelines 
 

A Brighton Collegiate High School student must have earned a total of four social studies 
credits to meet graduation requirements. There are more than four social studies classes 
from which students can choose from at Brighton Collegiate High School. A college 
bound student should plan on enrolling in World Cultures, Civics, Public Policy, 
Economics, World History, and U.S. History as a minimum for preparation.  
 
The Social Studies staff reserves the right to make the final decision of approval for 
students to take any science class. 

 



 
World Cultures  

 
Grade level: 9 Required 
Credit: 0.5 credit 
Pre-requisite: None 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number:  SSC 100 
 
(Required of all freshman and sophomores for the 2010-2011 school year.) 
In this course, students apply knowledge gained in previous years of study to pursue a 
deeper understanding of major turning points in the shaping of the modern world.  In 
addition, students draw upon their studies of world cultures to examine current world 
issues and the growing interdependence of people and cultures throughout the world.  
 
 
Civics 

 
Grade level: 9 Required 
Credit: 0.5 credit 
Pre-requisite: None 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number:  SSC 110 
 
(Required of all freshman and sophomores for the 2010-2011 school year.) 
Civics is an introductory course in the basic workings of government. The students learn 
about Our Basic Rights as Americans, The Declaration of Independence, The U S. 
Constitution, and The Bill of Rights. Along the way students are also introduced to the 
difference between rights and responsibilities. 

 
World History  

 
Grade level: 10 (Required of sophomores, unless prior completion.) 
Credit: 1 credit 
Pre-requisite: World Cultures, Civics 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: SSC 201-202 
 
The purpose of the World History course is to use relevant factual knowledge taken from 
primary and secondary sources with high-order thinking skills to acquire a greater 
understanding of the development of global processes, from ancient times to the present 
day. The course emphasizes the character of change and continuity in world structures 
and their impacts. Furthermore, this study will evaluate the interchange of major societies 
in the global community and the results of that interplay.  Throughout the duration of this 
course, the instruction lends itself to chronological and thematic perspective.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
U.S. History 

 
Grade level: 11 (Required of juniors, unless prior completion.) 
Credit: 1 credit 
Pre-requisite: World Cultures, Civics, World History 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: SSC 301-302 
 
Students in the class will be exposed to a variety of resources including geography, 
sociology, and economics. Our focus will be on expansion of the United States and the 
interaction among groups of people, cultures, and ideas. The goal is to develop an 
understanding of the past and how it has affected the present by using analytical and 
critical thinking skills.  
 
 
 
Public Policy 

 
Grade level: 10-12 Elective 
Credit: 0.5 credit 
Pre-requisite: World Cultures, Civics 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number:  SSC 311-312 
 
In this course, students apply knowledge gained in previous years of study to pursue a 
deeper understanding of the institutions of American government.  In addition, they draw 
on their studies of American history and of other societies to compare different systems 
of government in the world today.  This course should be viewed as the culmination of 
the civic literacy strand that prepares students to vote, to reflect on the responsibilities of 
citizenship, and to participate in community activities. 
 
 
Economics 

 
Grade level: 10-12 Elective 
Credit: 0.5 credit 
Pre-requisite: World Cultures, Civics 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number:  SSC 300 
 
In this course, students will deepen their understanding of the economic problems and 
institutions of the nation and the world in which they live.  They will learn to make 
reasoned decisions on economic issues as citizens, workers, consumers, business 
owners/managers, and members of civic groups.  Although this one semester course is a 
course in social science, students will add to the economic understandings they acquired 
in previous grades and apply tools (such as graphs, statistics, and equations) learned in 
other subject fields to their understanding of our economic system.  
 
 



 
 
 
Sociology 

 
Grade level: 11-12 Elective 
Credit: 0.5 credit 
Pre-requisite: World Cultures, Civics 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: SSC 400 
 
This course explains the place and behavior of people in society.  The scope of study 
extends from concerns of the family to problems of mass society.  Topics of discussion 
and analysis include culture, status, roles, norms, birth order, deviance, social institutions, 
social structure, and social problems.  Students participate in a variety of individual and 
group projects that examine how groups operate and the conflicts that affect society. 
 
 
Psychology 

 
Grade level: 11-12 Elective 
Credit: 0.5 credit 
Pre-requisite: None 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: SSC 410 
 
This course will be an overview of the field of Psychology and will study the history of 
Psychology, different schools of thought, methods of therapy, personalities, behavior 
disorders, learning, memory, biological aspects, and teen issues.  Class will be conducted 
as a discussion and survey level class.  
 
Graduation Pathway 

 
4.0 Credits Total 
 
For the graduating class of 2013 and all subsequent graduating classes, students are 
required to take the following course of study: World Cultures (0.5 Credits), Civics (0.5 
Credits), Public Policy (0.5 Credits), World History (1.0 Credits), United States History 
(1.0 Credits), and 0.5 elective credits. 

 
 



Business and Technology   
 
 
 

Business & Technology Department Philosophy 

The Business and Technology department will provide differentiated instruction which 
will correlate with the National Standards for Business Education in order to prepare 
students for success in business and life.  The Business and Technology department 
provides quality academic courses that prepare students for a wide range of careers, 
advanced education, and life-long learning.  Business and Technology courses also        
strengthen essential skills including communication, numeracy, literacy, computer-related 
technology, and problem solving. 

Business and Technology Standards 
 
 

·  Accounting 
·  Business Law 
·  Career Development  
·  Communication 
·  Computation 
·  Economics  

·  Personal Finance 
·  Entrepreneurship 
·  Information Technology 
·  International Business 
·  Management 
·  Marketing 

 
 

 
 
 

Guidelines for Selecting Business and Technology Courses 
 

Business courses are elective courses for students interested in the business field.  
Courses are designed to provide students with business skills needed for employment and 
content knowledge needed for college courses.  Technology courses are elective courses 
designed to teach and build a student’s computer, technological and design skills.  

 
 

 



 
 
Introduction to Business 

 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: None 
Course length: 1 Year  
Course number: BUS 101-102 
Note:  Students may take BUS 102 without having taken BUS 101. 
 
This course is an introductory course that will examine a multitude of business 
disciplines such as economics, entrepreneurship, management, marketing, finance and 
accounting.  Career exploration will also be studied in which students will create resumes 
and cover letters. 

 
Personal Finance 

 
Grade level: 10-12 (This course is for sophomores; other placement will be    
considered.) 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: None 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: BUS 200 
Note:  This course is a graduation requirement for the class of 2013 and subsequent 
graduating classes. 

 
This course will study the management of personal and family finances, including 
budgeting, consumer buying, personal credit, savings and checking accounts, tax 
compliance and investments. 
 
 
Keyboarding  

 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: None 
Course length: 1 Semester  
Course number: BUS 110 

 
This course is designed to increase student keyboarding skill through drill practice and 
reinforcement of correct techniques. Students will use word processing software to 
create, format, and edit personal and business documents. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Computer Applications 
 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Keyboarding or testing out with 40 wpm 
Course length: 1 Year  
Course number: BUS 211A-212B 
 
 
This course is designed to help master advanced skills in the areas of word processing, 
database management, spreadsheet, and presentation applications. Emphasis is on data 
communications, Internet and e-mail, as well as skill development in the integration of 
software applications, ethical issues pertaining to information systems, and information 
technology careers.  

 
Accounting I 

 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Introduction to Business 
Course length: 1 Year  
Course number: BUS 221A-222B 
Workbook fee: $30.00 

 
This course introduces the accounting cycle and basic concepts of accounting.  Double-
entry bookkeeping and examination of basic financial reports such as the balance sheet, 
statement of owner's equity and income statement are studied with emphasis on cash 
receipts, cash disbursements, accounts receivable and accounts payable.  A good basic 
math background is necessary in order to be successful in this class. 
 
 
 
Accounting II  
 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: passing grade in Accounting I 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: BUS 321A – 322B 
 
This advanced course elaborates on the accounting procedures in Accounting I.  
Procedures in accounting for uncollectible accounts receivables; cost of inventories; 
property, plant, and equipment assets; notes payable; bonds; capital and treasury stock; 
dividends; and retained earnings are studied. 
 
 
 



 
 
Yearbook 

 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: 9th Grade English  
Course length: 1 Year  
Course number: COM 201A-201B 
Note: This class may be repeated for elective credit. 
 
This course allows students who are interested in becoming a member of the yearbook 
staff to develop abilities in gathering information, writing copy and captions, 
understanding components of quality photography, copy editing skills, and techniques of 
headlines. Emphasis is placed on developing skills in layout, design, and graphics using 
the yearbook publisher’s website.  Students assume responsibility for planning and 
coverage in the BCHS Yearbook. 
 
 
 
Multimedia Technologies 
 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: .5 credit 
Pre-requisite: none 
Course length: 1 semester  
Course number: BUS 220 
 
This course will study various multimedia technologies including text, audio, still images, 
animation, and web design. Presentation software, desktop publishing, digital 
photography, photo editing software, slideshow software and HTML code will be  
explored.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fine Arts       
 
 

Department Philosophy 
 
The art department’s philosophy at BCHS parallels Colorado’s state standards and builds 
upon the ideas and visions presented in that model.  The art program at BCHS tries to 
nurture the whole person, giving students the tools they need to communicate and make 
connections, expressing the otherwise inexpressible.  Our fine arts program builds upon 
different forms of literacy, cultivating students’ imagination and reasoning skills.  
Students will learn to appreciate the arts as a valuable part of their existence; contributing 
and creating their own vision of the future, inevitably transferring creativity to other 
aspects of their life. 
 
 
 
 
Exploratory Art  
 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: None 
Course length: 1 Semester  
Course number: ART 111-112 
Note:  A student may enroll in ART 112 with out having taken ART 111 
 
Students will explore different methods of art production and creation using materials old 
and new.  Printmaking, batik, sculpture, painting, and drawing will be some of techniques 
used in this class.  Students will become acquainted with these materials, aiding them in 
their ability to create artwork that reflects classic style infused with students’ current and 
relevant experience.   
 
Exploratory Art II: Pre requisite, Exploratory Art I, or World Art I, or has taken an 
equivalent art class at the high school level or is currently enrolled in Painting and 
Drawing   This class continues to investigate applications of media, deepening student’s 
awareness of art and its impact on the world around them.  The course builds upon 
previous applications and knowledge to produce a higher level of work. 
   
 
 
 
 
 



 
World Art I  
 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: none 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: ART 121 
Note: A student may enroll in ART 122 without having taken ART 121 
 
World art will be committed to the investigation and creation of art that reflects different 
cultures’ means of trade, commerce, aesthetic and artistic contributions to art history then 
and now.  Students will participate in a thematic approach to traditions, holidays, and 
celebratory symbols; contributing their own interpretations, exploring ritualistic art and 
its impacts.   
 
 
 World Art II  
 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: Pre requisite, Exploratory Art I, or  World Art I, or has taken an 
equivalent art class at the high school level or is currently enrolled in Painting and 
Drawing I. 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: ART 122 
 
World Art II will build upon themes and techniques used in part one.  The course 
continues to explore and celebrate different cultures and their unique traditions. Students 
will be asked to complete a research project that requires an insightful interpretation of 
cultures around the globe.    
 
 
 
Painting/Drawing I  
 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: None 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: ART 131 
 
This is dedicated to the mastery of classic techniques, using acrylic paint, and a variety of 
drawing mediums such as: charcoal, hard and soft lead pencils, chalk, oil pastels and pen 
& ink, to execute a variety of contemporary projects. Students will learn to use color as a 
means of communication, understand compositional techniques such as: rhythm, unity, 
and movement to convey thoughts and ideas.  Students will become proficient in realistic 
and figurative drawing, using real life as a standard inspiration.   
 
 
 



Painting/Drawing II  
 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: Painting/Drawing I or has taken an equivalent art class at the high 
school level or enrolled in World Art/Exploratory A rt 
Course length: 1 semester, second semester 
Course number: ART 232 
 
Builds upon techniques and skills learned during Painting and Drawing I, with a more in-
depth look at artists and their historical contributions.  This class Uses more advanced 
materials, and investigation of  different application methods.   
 
 
 
Independent Art Studio  
 
Grade level: 11-12. Teacher Recommendation 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Two semesters of art; sophomores need instructor approval 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: ART 201-202, ART 301-302, ART 401-402 
 
Independent Studio Art: Is self directed by the student in a format dedicated to students’ 
ready for the challenge of investigating new and different techniques and media.  
Students will create their own materials list, projects descriptions, and self guided critique 
module.  Students are responsible for proposals and reports every three weeks or at the 
beginning of a new project.  Students will work closely with the instructor on preliminary 
sketches and proposals, to ensure maximum success, and knowledge acquisition.  
Independent studio students will be required to enter juried shows and participate in 
extracurricular art related activities as they present themselves throughout the semester 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Leadership  
 

Guidelines for Selecting Student Council or Leadership Courses  
 

The purpose of the Leadership class is to empower students to plan and provide engaging 
learning experiences and opportunities that will enable them to measurably acquire 
leadership attributes that they can use to serve their school and community. Both 

programs address many topics related to the development of leadership. Main content 
areas include Understanding Leadership, Assessing Individual Leadership Style and 

Skills, Planning and Organizing, Communication Skills and Techniques, Positive 
Relationship Building, Problem Solving and Decision Making, Personal Wellness and 

Image, and Community/School Service.  
 

 Leadership Standards  
  

·  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the basic concepts of leadership, its 
roles, responsibilities, hazards, and its relationship to the school  

 
·  Students will demonstrate an understanding and ability in goal setting and 

evaluation, and how to apply them when planning school activities.  
 

·  Students will demonstrate the ability to use proper meeting skills and other group 
communication techniques.  

 
·  Students will demonstrate an understanding and ability in planning and organizing 

student council and school activities  
 

·  Students will demonstrate an understanding of diversity, belonging, and issues 
awareness and be able to apply these concepts to themselves and to the school  

  
·  Students will demonstrate an understanding and ability in using marketing and 

public relations skills in the planning of their activities  
  

·  Students will demonstrate an understanding and ability in planning and 
participating in activities that promote school spirit and positive sportsmanship  

 
·  Students will demonstrate the ability to plan and participate in school and 

community service projects.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Leadership/ Student Council 
 
Grade level:  9-12 
Credit:  .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: Elected members of the student council.  The administration reserves 
the right to make placement decisions and limit enrollment. 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number:  SPE 101-101, 201-202, 301-302 and 401-402 (Note:  This course 
may be repeated for elective credit.) 
 
Great leaders have skills that foster a climate of success for their colleagues, peers and 
teammates…enthusiasm, focus, positive problem solving, attention to detail, optimism 
and charisma.  This class will help students develop all the above by planning and 
carrying out the social functions of the school.  The Leadership class will include elected 
class officers from each class and a few leaders that apply to the class instructor. 
 
 
Teacher Aide 
 
Grade level:  10-12 
Credit:  .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite:  Teacher Recommendation 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number:  SPE 201A-201B 
(Note:  This course may be repeated for elective credit.) 
  
All aides are approved by individual teachers. If interested, contact that teacher prior to 
registration. Applications for teacher aides may be obtained in the counseling office. 
Teachers are allowed a maximum of two aides per period.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Music       
 
 

Music Standards 
 
The study of music is both artistic and mathematical. Not only does the study of music 
involve learning musical instruments and their use (including the human voice), but 
music develops mathematical skills (through rhythmic expression). In recent scientific 
studies done at UCLA, students who were in music studies for a period of 5 years (in 
individual lessons) scored up to 20% higher on their math SAT tests.  
 
Music is right-brain oriented. It develops the creative mind through musical expression as 
well as the analytical left brain through the manipulation of instruments keys, valves, and 
the embouchure (mouth placement) on the mouthpiece. Students are encouraged to 
express themselves through musical phrasing and dynamics as they play or sing. Music 
studies improve self-confidence, self-reliance, and cognitive discipline, as well as the 
discipline of organized practice. It helps to develop fine motor skills and eye-hand 
coordination.  
 
As music is primarily a trained skill, an ongoing requirement is the willingness to 
practice their instrument (either band or voice) regularly to develop the qualities of a fine 
musician. 
 

 



 
Instrumental Music 
 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Teacher Recommendation 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: MUS 101-102, MUS 201-202, MUS 301-302, MUS 401-402 
 
Students will learn proper musicianship skills and provide them with an opportunity to 
express and expand their musical talents.  The band will allow a student to work within a 
team environment playing a variety of individual, ensemble and band music in diverse 
genres of music and musical styles.  Opportunities will be provided to play both for their 
peers and the community at large through Solo and Ensemble competitions and public 
venues.  Emphasis will be given in improving tonal quality and tonal range on their 
respective instruments.  In addition, students will be exposed to other instruments and 
their use in the overall ensemble. 
 
 
 
Vocal Music 
 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: Audition or permission from teacher 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: MUS 111-112, MUS 211-212, MUS 311-312, MUS 411-412 
 
Students will be provided a chance to audition and sing in small and larger ensembles.  
Emphasis will be on breathing techniques and enunciation while singing.  A variety of 
musical periods will be explored in the literature sung by the choir including both 
classical and popular selections.  At least 2 public concerts will be performed during the 
school year.  Students will also be given the opportunity to participate in vocal 
competitions and public performances other that school concerts. 
 
 
Music Appreciation 
 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: None 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: MUS 100 
 
Students will explore literature and a wide variety of musical expressions throughout the 
Baroque, Romantic, Classical, and contemporary ages of choral and instrumental music.  
Students will explore the use of music in society, the church, and cultural functions and 
its influence on society as a whole.  The class will listen to and evaluate a broad variety 
of music and learn how music has evolved and where the music community has 
developed in society as a whole. 



 
 
Early Music Ensemble  
 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: None 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: MUS 200 
 
The early music ensemble provides a forum for the performance and study of music 
primarily from the 16th to the 18th centuries, with attention to period style, performance 
practices and historical content. 
 
 
 
Early Music Ensemble  
 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: None 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: MUS 210 
 
The vocal jazz ensemble provides a forum for the performances and study of music 
primarily from the early 20th century to present day.  Attention will be given to the 
performance of vocal pieces that emphasize jazz styles with some improvisation 
 
 
 
Music Theory  
 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: None 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: MUS 220 
 
 
This class includes instruction in the essentials of music elements, ear training, sight 
singing and composition. 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
Physical Education   
     
 

 
 
 

Curriculum Objectives 
 

·  Increase each student’s current level of physical fitness. 

·  Increase each student’s current skill level in both team sports and lifetime 

activities. 

·  Increase each student’s current knowledge of rules, strategies and teambuilding 

techniques. 

 

 

National Standards for Physical Education 

·  Demonstrates competency in motor skills and movement patterns needed to 

perform a variety of physical activities.                                                                                                             

·  Demonstrates understanding of movement concepts, principles, strategies, and 

tactics as they apply to the learning and performance of physical activities. 

·  Participates regularly in physical activity. 

·  Achieves and maintains a health-enhancing level of physical fitness. 

·  Exhibits responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others in 

physical activity settings. 

·  Values physical activity for health, enjoyment, challenge, self-expression, and/or 

social interaction. 

 

 
 



 
 
 
National Standards for Health Education 

 
 

·  Students will comprehend concepts related to health promotion and disease 
prevention to enhance health. 
  

·  Students will analyze the influence of family, peers, culture, media, 
technology, and other factors on health behaviors. 
 

·  Students will demonstrate the ability to access valid information, products, and 
services to enhance health. 
 

·  Students will demonstrate the ability to use interpersonal communication skills 
to enhance health and avoid or reduce health risks.  
 

·  Students will demonstrate the ability to use decision-making skills to enhance 
health.  
  

·  Students will demonstrate the ability to use goal-setting skills to enhance 
health. 
  

·  Students will demonstrate the ability to practice health-enhancing behaviors 
and avoid or reduce health risks. 
 

·  Students will demonstrate the ability to advocate for personal, family, and 
community health. 
 

 
 

 



 
 
Physical Education I 
 
Grade level: 9 (required for class of 2013) 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: None 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: PE 101 - 102 
 
Ninth grade PE participants will be involved in multiple sports and physical activities, 
covering the basic skills and rules concerning each sport or activity. In addition, students 
will be introduced to some health topics including substance abuse, personal fitness, 
nutrition and sex-education. 
 
 
Physical Education II  
 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: 9th Grade PE 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: PE 210-202 
Note: A student may take the second semester with out having taken the first 
semester of this course. 
 
PE II participants will be involved in multiple sports and physical activities, covering an 
in-depth study of skills and rules concerning each sport or activity. Activities participants 
will be involved in include ultimate Frisbee, indoor baseball, football, soccer, basketball, 
volleyball, team handball, hockey, and badminton. 
 
 
Physical Education III  
 
Grade level: 11-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: 9th Grade PE and PEII 
Course length: 1 Year 
Course number: PE 311 - 312 
Note: A student may take the second semester with out having taken the first 
semester of this course. 
 
PE III participants will be involved in multiple sports and physical activities, reviewing 
skills and rules concerning each sport or activity from PE I and PE II. Students will 
participate in activities such as ultimate Frisbee, indoor baseball, football, soccer, 
basketball, volleyball, team handball, hockey, and badminton using the Sport Education 
Model. 
 



 
 
 
Health 
 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: 9th Grade PE, or Current Enrollment in 9th Grade PE 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: HEA 200 
 
Students will be introduced to and study various health topics including the human body 
and systems, stress and stress management, emotional health, fitness, nutrition, substance 
abuse, sex-education, life-style diseases, accident and injury prevention, and emergency 
measures. 
 
 
 
Walking and Dance 
 
 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: Physical Education I 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number:  PE 210 
 
 
Participants will be involved in learning different types of dances including line, square, 
ballet, hip hop and jazz. Participants will also be improving personal fitness by partaking 
in a walking routine. 
 
 
Basketball 
 
 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: Physical Education I 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: PE 220 
 
 
Basketball PE participants will be able to improve basketball skills while developing the 
lifetime sport of basketball. The participants will be engaged in regular season games, 
tournaments, championships and All-Star games. 
 



 
 
Net Sports 
 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: Physical Education I 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: PE 230 
 
 
Net Sports will encompass learning about and participating in volleyball, badminton, and 
tennis/pickleball. Participants will be engaged in regular season games, tournaments, 
championships and All-Star games 
 
 
 
Team Sports 
 
Grade level: 10-12 
Credit: .5 Credits 
Pre-requisite: Physical Education I 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: PE 240 
 
 
Team Sports will focus on playing the following basketball, volleyball, soccer, football 
and team-handball. Participants will be engaged in regular season games, tournaments, 
championships and All-Star games. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

World Language              
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Language Standards  
 

�  Students comprehend the target language through listening to a variety of sources. 
 

�  Students speak in the target language for a variety of purposes and audiences.  
 

�  Students write in the target language for a variety of purposes and for diverse 
audiences.  

 
�  Students read and derive meaning from a variety of materials written in a foreign 

language. 
 

�  Students acquire and use knowledge of the target culture while developing target 
language skills.  

 
 
 

Guidelines for Selecting World Language Courses  
 

Self paced computerized studies in various languages are offered through the foreign 
language department. In these courses, conversation is stressed as well as the more 
traditional vocabulary of the culture from which the language originated. All students 
enrolled in a foreign language class are eligible to participate in the foreign language 
clubs. All world language classes will fulfill the humanities requirements. World 
language classes also are considered academic units in high school for college entrance in 
specific fields. Check with a counselor as to the specific requirements of the college(s) in 
which you are interested. 



 
 
 
 
 
World Language      
 
 
With colleges and universities demanding language fluency from their 
applicants, high school is a perfect time for students to engage in 
learning a new language. 
 
Students will work independently, building their basic speaking, 
listening, comprehension, reading, and writing skills.  Our World 
Language Program advances students to the next level only when they 
achieve a level of proficiency.  Colleges increasingly require 2-3 years of 
the same world language for admission purposes.  You must check with 
the college for their specific world language entrance requirements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
World Language 

 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: 1 Credit 
Pre-requisite: None 
Course length: 1 Year  
Course number:  Corresponding courses are below and numeric designations; 101-
102 (First Year), 201-202 (Second Year), 301-302 (Third Year), 401-402 (Fourth 
Year). 
 

 
  
 Italian (ITL), Spanish (Spain) (SPN), Portuguese (PTG), German (GER), Spanish (Latin 
American) (LAS), Arabic (ARB), French (FRE), Russian (RSN), Chinese (CHI), 
Japanese (JPE), Hebrew (HEB), and Irish (ISH). 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Special Education Resource   
 
The Special Education programs are designed to support students who have specific, 
identified learning problems and who have been qualified by the state of Colorado for an 
Individualized Education Plan (IEP). Qualified students are placed in a resource or skill-
building class. These classes meet the regular graduation requirements of the high school 
and will be designed to meet the Individualized Education Plan (IEP) needs of each 
student. The student has the ability to earn a P/F credit (0.5 credits per semester).  
 
 
Special Education Resource 
 
Grade level: 9-12 
Credit: .5 Credits (P/F) 
Pre-requisite: (must have an Individualized Education Plan IEP in place) 
Course length: 1 Year (Course may be repeated for elective credit.) 
Course number: STY 101-102, 201-202, 301-302 and 401-402. 
 
 
 
Special education resource classes are designed to assist special education students with 
their work from their general education classes. Resource classes focus on reading, 
writing, mathematics and study skills that influence student achievement and growth. 
Resource classes are available to provide extra help and one-on-one instruction to 
enhance student learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Middle College or Dual Credit Courses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BCHS offers a variety of college courses on our campus.  Front Range Community 
College (FRCC) is our dual credit provider.  High school students have to meet or exceed 
FRCC standards in order to enroll in these courses.  Students should contact FRCC or the 
BCHS counseling office for additional details.  
 
Students can earn concurrent or dual high school/college credit when they earn a grade of 
a “C” or higher. 
 
As these are college-level classes, it should be understood that students need to prepare 
and perform at a higher level than in most high school-level classes. 
 
Some college classes begin at 7:30 a.m., so a student requiring bus transportation will   
have fewer FRCC options than a student who has their own transportation. 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Fall 2010 
 

COLLEGE ALGEBRA  

Class meets:  7:30 a.m. to 8:45 a.m.  M W F 
Grade level: 11-12 
Credit: .5 credits, 4 SH from FRCC 
Pre-requisite: Teacher Recommendation 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: MAT 121 
(Note:  60 Contact Hours.) 
 
Includes a brief review of intermediate algebra, equations and inequalities, functions and 
their graphs, exponential and logarithmic functions, linear and non-linear systems, 
selection of topics from among graphing of the conic sections, introduction to sequences 
and series permutations and combinations, the binomial theorem and theory of equations. 
 
 

PUBLIC SPEAKING  

Class meets:  7:30 a.m. to 8:45 a.m.  T R 
Grade level: 11-12 
Credit: .5 Credits, 3 SH from FRCC 
Pre-requisite: Teacher Recommendation 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: COM 115 
(Note:  45Contact Hours.) 
 
Combines basic theory of speech communication with public speech performance skills. 
Emphasis is on speech delivery, preparation, organization, support, and audience 
analysis��

 

English Composition I 
 
Class meets:  7:30 a.m. to 8:45 a.m.  M W F,   T R (Two-week rotation_ 
Grade level: 11-12 
Credit: .5 Credits, 3 from FRCC 
Pre-requisite: Teacher Recommendation 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: ENG 121 
(Note:  45Contact Hours.) 

The purpose of ENG 121 is to help you become an efficient writer at the college level—a 
writer who can successfully communicate a focused message to a specific audience. This 
course emphasizes the planning, writing, and revising of compositions, including the 
development of critical and logical thinking skills. 



 
 
 
 

BUS 217  

BUSINESS COMMUNICATION AND REPORT WRITING  

Class meets:  7:30 a.m. to 8:45 a.m.  M W F,   T R (Two-week rotation) 
Grade level: 11-12 
Credit: .5 credits, 3 SH from FRCC  
Pre-requisite: Teacher Recommendation 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: BUS 217 
(Note:  45Contact Hours.) 
�

Emphasizes effective business writing and covers letters, memoranda, reports, application 
letters, and resumes. Includes the fundamentals of business communication and an 
introduction to international communication. 

�

 
Spring 2011 

 
 

INTRODUCTION TO STATISTICS  

Class meets:  7:30 a.m. to 8:45 a.m.  M W  
Credit:  .5 credits, 3 SH from FRCC 
Pre-requisite:  MAT 099 with a grade of "C" or better or appropriate math diagnostic   
scores. 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: MAT 135 
(Note:  45Contact Hours.) 
 
Includes data presentation and summarization, introduction to probability concepts and 
distributions, statistical inference- estimation, hypothesis testing, comparison of 
populations, correlation and regression. 
 
 

ART APPRECIATION  

Class meets:  7:30 a.m. to 8:45 a.m.  T R ) 
Credit.5 credits, 3 SH from FRCC 
Pre-requisite:  Teacher Recommendation 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: ART 110 
(Note:  45Contact Hours.) 

�

Introduces the cultural significance of the visual arts, including media, processes, 
techniques, traditions, and terminology. 
 



 

ENGLISH COMPOSITION II  

Class meets:  Period 3   M W F,   T R  (Two week rotation ) 
Credit:  0.5 credits, 3 SH from FRCC 
Pre-requisite:  Teacher Recommendation ENG 121 with a grade of "C" or better. 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: ENG 122 
(Note:  45Contact Hours.) 
 
Expands and refines the objectives of English Composition I. Emphasizes critical/logical 
thinking and reading, problem definition, research strategies, and writing analytical, 
evaluative, and/or persuasive papers that incorporate research. 
 
 
 

U.S. HISTORY II  

Class meets: Period 3,  M W F,   T R  (Two week rotation ) 
Credit:  0.5 credits, 3 SH from FRCC 
Pre-requisite:  Teacher Recommendation 
Course length: 1 Semester 
Course number: HIS 202 
(Note:  45Contact Hours.) 
 
Explores events, trends, peoples, groups, cultures, ideas, and institutions in United States 
History, including the multiple perspectives of gender, class, and ethnicity, between the 
period of the American Civil War and the present. Focuses on developing, practicing, and 
strengthening the skills historians use while constructing knowledge in the discipline. 
 


